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the For the People Act. This bill takes 
on one of the biggest issues facing our 
democracy: campaign finance reform. 

The Supreme Court’s decision, in 
Citizens United, was one of the most 
disastrous decisions of our time. It 
opened the floodgates to the unlimited 
amount of unregulated dark money 
that is now corrupting our democracy. 

And Congress not only has the au-
thority to regulate the way our polit-
ical campaigns are financed, but, I be-
lieve, we have the moral responsibility 
to step up. 

This bill would shed light on the bil-
lionaires and special interest groups 
who are really behind some of the can-
didates running for office, and it would 
level the playing field by giving the 
power back to the traditional grass 
roots donors. 

This, without a doubt, is one of the 
most important issues that we as a 
Congress will take on this year, and 
that is why I urge all of my colleagues 
to get in this fight to get unlimited 
dark money out of the political system 
once and for all. 

f 

FOR THE POLITICIANS ACT 

(Mr. GREEN of Tennessee asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in opposition to H.R. 1, 
ironically titled the For the People 
Act. A more accurate name would be 
the ‘‘For the Politicians Act.’’ 

This bill would, essentially, ban the 
interstate crosscheck system which 27 
States, including Tennessee, use to pre-
vent voter fraud by ensuring voters are 
not registered in multiple States. 

Is that for the people or for the poli-
ticians? 

Another provision would mandate 
that States use unaccountable, 
unelected commissions to draw their 
districts, further isolating Americans 
from their elected officials. 

Is that for the people or for the poli-
ticians? 

Still, another section would create a 
6-to-1 taxpayer-funded match for polit-
ical donations, giving politicians a 
massive boost for their campaign cof-
fers from taxpayer dollars. 

Is that for the people or for the poli-
ticians? 

H.R. 1 is not for the people; it is for 
the politicians. I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARCH AS 
NATIONAL NUTRITION MONTH 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize March as National Nutrition 
Month. 

In 1973, the American Dietetic Asso-
ciation, now called the Academy of Nu-

trition and Dietetics, started National 
Nutrition Week as a way to deliver nu-
trition education messages to the pub-
lic. 

Fast-forward 7 years, and the week 
became a month-long celebration 
thanks to the growing public interest 
in nutrition. 

Madam Speaker, during the last Con-
gress, I had the honor of being chair-
man of the Agriculture Subcommittee 
on Nutrition. From women and chil-
dren who use the WIC program to 
adults and families who utilize the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, or what we refer to as SNAP, 
formerly called food stamps, I know 
that good nutrition is important at 
every stage of life. 

National Nutrition Month focuses on 
the importance of making informed 
food choices and developing sound eat-
ing and physical activity habits. 

Next Wednesday is Registered Dieti-
tian Nutritionist Day, and this occa-
sion increases awareness of registered 
dietitian nutritionists as the indispen-
sable providers of food and nutrition 
services, while recognizing their com-
mitment to helping people enjoy 
healthy lives. 

Happy National Nutrition Month. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF JAMES PATTERSON 

(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize an outstanding 
patriot and advocate for Tennessee vet-
erans, James Patterson of Columbia, 
Tennessee, who recently passed away. 

James was a Vietnam veteran who 
earned medals for his service. He had a 
35-year career at Union Carbide, but 
locals know him best for his many vol-
unteer affiliations in life. He was the 
true embodiment of what makes Amer-
ica great. 

James was an American Legion com-
mander and Legionnaire of the Year, 
also a member of the Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. 

He was Maury County’s veterans 
services director, and every week, as 
sergeant at arms, he led the Pledge of 
Allegiance at Columbia’s Rotary Club. 

James loved his country and loved, 
most of all, the men and women who 
fight for it. My staff and I have worked 
with him often to help Tennessee vet-
erans receive the benefits and honors 
they deserve. 

We were saddened to learn of his 
passing. The entire community lost a 
friend. 

My condolences to the Patterson 
family. Here in the Capitol and in my 
home State of Tennessee, I will do my 
best to carry on James’ work on behalf 
of the brave men and women who risk 
their lives to defend the United States 
of America. He set an example for all of 
us. 

Thank you for your service, James. 
f 
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HONORING JOAN ESPENSHADE 

(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker, 
March is Women’s History Month, and 
I am proud to honor some remarkable 
women in my district. 

Today, I would like to recognize Ms. 
Joan Espenshade, a woman from Lan-
caster, Pennsylvania, who gave back to 
our community by creating an extraor-
dinary program to feed those in need. 

In 2005, Joan learned that some local 
children were food insecure on week-
ends when the school’s free lunch pro-
gram was not available to them, so she 
decided to step in and help parents 
make better use of their limited food 
dollars. 

She founded the Power Packs Project 
to provide food and nutritional infor-
mation to low-income families. Not 
only did she help those families, but 
Power Packs now extends to 45 schools 
in 13 districts with 350 volunteers. 

Joan stepped down as president of 
Power Packs after 9 years in 2014, but 
her vision and impact can still be seen 
as the program continues today. 

We are thankful for people like Joan 
who remind us of the importance of 
caring for those in need. It is an honor 
to recognize her today. 

f 

HONORING SHERIFF MIKE BROWN 

(Mr. CLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the career of retiring 
Bedford County, Virginia, Sheriff Mike 
Brown. The county’s top law enforce-
ment officer since 1996, Sheriff Brown 
has devoted nearly 50 years to pro-
tecting the citizens of his home county 
and the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

In his time as sheriff, Mike has led 
efforts to modernize the department 
and expand cooperation with sur-
rounding departments. These efforts 
led to the 1998 creation of the Southern 
Virginia Internet Crimes Against Chil-
dren Task Force, an organization 
whose purpose is locating and pros-
ecuting individuals who prey on our 
children. 

In the most recent reporting year, 
the task force arrested 227 individuals 
accused of crimes against children and 
identified 127 child victims. Over 20 
years, an untold number of children 
have been protected and hundreds of 
predators have been put behind bars be-
cause of Sheriff Brown’s efforts to es-
tablish the task force. 

In 2017, Sheriff Brown was appro-
priately named National Sheriffs’ Asso-
ciation Sheriff of the Year. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Sheriff 
Brown for his service to the citizens of 
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